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THE SOCIETY FOR THEATRE RESEARCH
TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT (continued)
YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2025

The Trustees have pleasure in presenting their report and the unaudited financial statements
of the charity for the year ended 30 September 2025.

REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS

Reference and administrative details are shown in the schedule of members of the board and
professional advisers on page 3 of the financial statements.

THE TRUSTEES

The trustees who served the charity during the period were as follows:

Eileen Cottis
Francesca Franchi
Michael Ostler

The trustees named above and on page 3 are trustees for the purposes of charity law.

OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES

The Society serves those interested in the history and technique of British Theatre by arranging
public lectures, by publishing books and a thrice-yearly journal (Theatre Notebook) and by
awarding research grants to individuals and institutions. It awards an annual theatre book prize
and stages the Poel Event, an annual workshop promoting good stage speech, most recently
seen at the National Theatre.

ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE

The Trustees considered the 77th Annual Report for the year ending 30 September 2025.
This was circulated to members before the AGM, together with the President’s Address and
the Financial Statements.

The Annual General Meeting was held virtually on Wednesday 21 May 2025. It was followed
by the Annual Address, also on Zoom, with the title ‘From Blythe House to Storehouse:
100 Years of Theatre & Performance at the V&A’ given by Simon Sladen.

Professor Michael Burden is Chair of the Society; the Vice Chair is Professor Trevor Griffiths
and the Vice-Presidents are Dr Neville Hunnings, Mrs Eileen Cottis, Mr lan Herbert, and Dr
Pieter van der Merwe.

The programme of lecture-meetings for 2024-25, arranged by Dr Valerie Kaneko-Lucas, had
been wide-ranging. Audiences on Zoom, and at the AGM, had been consistently larger than
at lectures held live, a trend which it is hoped will continue. The Gordon Craig Memorial
Lecture was planned for June 2025 as a live event at the Royal Central School of Speech and
Drama.
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The 2024 Society for Theatre Research Theatre Book Prize had been awarded in June 2025
to Straight Acting: The Hidden Queer Lives of William Shakespeare, by Will Toshby, v
published by Sceptre. The event was held at the Royal Court Theatre and Mr Howard Loxton
had been thanked for his commitment to the continuing success of the Prize.

The Poel Workshops continued in 2025; the workshops are seriously indebted to Richard
Williams, who has managed the Poel. Plans are now well advanced for future sessions.

The Society’s Annual Publication for 2024-2025 had been Theatre with a Purpose, by Don
Watson. Three issues of Theatre Notebook had been produced and sent to subscribers;
many thanks to Professor Trevor Griffiths, who continued as coordinating editor together with
Dr Gabriel Egan and Dr Anselm Heinrich. The new arrangement which has combined under
one editor, Professor Trevor Griffiths, has proved a huge success.

Through its ongoing collaboration with Project Muse, the online database of academic
journals, and other online providers, Theatre Notebook continued to generate income of
around £10,000 each year for the Society.

The New Researchers Network had held no face-to-face activities but continued to encourage
members to write about their current research on the NRN blog. Plans for a special number of
Theatre Notebook continue to be developed.

The New Scholars Prize had not been offered this year and work was continuing on
repositioning this award with a view to enhancing inclusivity.

The Research Awards Sub-Committee had met in April 2025 by Zoom, and had
recommended 12 awards. The members of the Research Awards Sub-Committee are
thanked for their input as are Professor Kate Newey (the chair), and Ms Kate Quartano Brown
for their impeccable management of the awards.

The Practitioner Grants Sub-Committee was revived this year met in April 2025 by Zoom and
had recommended 10 awards. The members of the Practitioner Grants Sub-Committee are
thanked for their input as are Dr Laura Milburn (the chair) and Ms Kate Quartano Brown for
their impeccable management of the awards.

The Society’s website continued to be used by an average of fifty members per day. An
appointment had been made to the role of Website Officer on an honorarium, and the
effectiveness or otherwise of the post will be monitored during the year. The Committee was
grateful to Kate Quartano Brown for her continued stewardship of the website.
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The Accounts for 2024-25 were approved by the AGM on 26 May 2026. We are grateful to Dr
Irena Cholij and the Chair for their work. The emergency fund in the Reserved Savings Account
with Scottish Widows Bank remained intact. Care will still be needed in the future because of
the minimal increase of income from investment.

The Trustees concluded that the Society’s affairs had been properly administered during the
year ending 30 September 2025.

RESERVES POLICY

The Society's financial reserves are represented by the £30,000 held in the Reserve Savings
Account with Scottish Widows Bank.

FINANCIAL REVIEW

The total income for the year was £52,644 and expenditure was £44,853, resulting in a net
surplus of £7,791. After accounting for the surplus of £6,678 on investments in the year, there
were total funds of £838,792 carried forward to the following financial year.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE TRUSTEES

The trustees are responsible for preparing the Trustees' Report and the financial statements in
accordance with applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom
Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

In preparing these financial statements, the trustees are required to:

select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP;

make judgments and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, subject to any
material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements;

e prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate
to presume that the charitable company will continue in operation.

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with
reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity. They are also responsible
for safeguarding the assets of the charitable company and hence for taking reasonable steps
for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS

A resolution to re-appoint Curlew Accounting Ltd as Independent Examiners for the ensuing
year will be proposed at the annual retirement meeting of the trustees.

Signed by order of the Trustees
Francesca Franchi




